
Fairfield Elementary School History 
 
Fairfield Elementary School was chartered on 
May 7th, 1866, two years prior to the Davisville 
School. It has functioned as a public school 
continuously since then – on two different 
sites and in three different buildings – with the 
exception of 1977 to 1980 when it was 
temporarily closed due to Proposition 13 
budget cuts. Rural families living near the 
school campaigned long and hard during those 
three years to have the school reopened. 
Finally, the Board of Education agreed to the 
reopening, on the condition that families keep 
costs down by providing some support 
services. The community agreed, and Fairfield 
resumed operation in 1980 as a single, stand-
alone, first, second and third grade 
combination class. With the reopening, 
children from all parts of Davis were invited to 
attend the school. The first year as an inclusive 
DJUSD school was so successful that the school 
expanded the following year to two teachers 
and two combination classes (K/1 and 2/3). 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fairfield Elementary School 
26960 County Road 96 

Davis, CA 95616 
(530) 757-5370 

Please call after 2:45 pm 
 

Principal 
Gay Bourguignon 

gbourguignon@djusd.net 
(530) 757-5383 

 
K/1 Teacher 
Cate Dayan 

cdayan@djusd.net 
(530) 757-5370 

 
2/3 Teacher 

Jonathan Defty 
jdefty@djusd.net 
(530) 757-5370 

 
Secretary 

Suzanne Morgan 
smorgan@djusd.net 
(530) 757-5383 
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“In a field just west of town…” 
 
 
What and Where is Fairfield Elementary? 
 

Fairfield Elementary School is a two-room country 
schoolhouse located about three miles west of Davis city 
limits at Roads 96 and 32 (Russell Blvd). It is a public K-3 
elementary school in the Davis Joint Unified School District 
(DJUSD) and serves approximately 50 students in its two 
classrooms (K/1 and 2/3). Fairfield is a parent participation 
school in which each family contributes work & time in 
various capacities.  
 
What Makes Fairfield Special? 
 

In many ways, Fairfield is just like any other school in DJUSD. 
It has the same curriculum requirements, administrative 
regulations, textbooks, and other educational standards. 
However, it is also very unique. The rural setting of Fairfield 
provides a peaceful, spacious, and natural environment for 
children (and families) to engage and explore. The small 
number of students creates a familiar atmosphere where it is 
easy to get to know one another. The size of Fairfield lends 
itself to an environment of belonging and safety, fostering a 
climate where children feel comfortable taking risks with 
their learning and growing. Fairfield also has a number of 
traditions that help to mark the passage of time and 
celebrate our community by coming together. In addition, 
the parent participation commitment keeps families involved 
in the education of our students. 
 
Who May Attend Fairfield? 
 

The following enrollment priority was assigned by DJUSD:  
• Students  enrolled may attend the following year 
• Students living west of Road 98 and in DJUSD area 
• Siblings of students already enrolled 
• All other students in the district 
• A lottery is used when space is limited 

 
 
 

“Parents, teachers, kids make three” 
 
 

What is Parent Participation?  
 
Parent participation is a hallmark of Fairfield. Parents 
serve as classroom aides, enrichment curriculum aides 
(science, garden), lunchtime supervisors, recess 
supervisors, newsletter editors, event coordinators, etc. 
We welcome involvement in many forms, depending on 
parent interests, talents, and schedules. Parent 
participation of two hours per week is a requirement of 
Fairfield families, and many jobs are compatible with the 
schedules of families with working parents and families 
with young children in tow. Our school supports every 
family in finding ways to participate and support our 
children. See our PTA Parent Work Coordinator for more 
information. 
 
Why Multiage Classes? 
 

There are many benefits of multiage classes, including: 
 

• Students remain with teachers for two years, which 
allows the teacher to develop a deeper understanding 
of a child’s strengths and needs, and provides 
continuity. 

• Teachers are extremely skilled at differentiating for all 
learners. 

• Children have several years to grow, and are able to 
see themselves as progressive, successful learners over 
time supporting a growth mindset.  

• Children develop a sense of family with their 
classmates. They become a "family of learners" who 
support and care for each other.  

• Children are more likely to cooperate than compete.  
• Older children model more sophisticated approaches 

to problem solving, and younger children are able to 
accomplish tasks they could not do without the 
assistance of older children.  

• Students have almost an extra month of teaching time, 
because the teacher does not have to spend the early 
weeks in the school year getting to know every child.  

“And the child grows wise in the 
Fairfield sun…” 

 
Why Should I Consider Fairfield? 
 

Fairfield Elementary School celebrates childhood in an 
intimate, safe, nurturing, and inspiring environment. The 
rural setting, lovely gardens, and view of the fields, animals, 
and mountains are a delight to children and adults alike. At 
Fairfield, children receive an excellent education through a 
strong academic program. Parental involvement creates a 
high adult-to-child ratio in the classroom and on the 
playground. At Fairfield, every child is seen for the unique 
and special person that they are! 
 
How Do I Enroll My Child? 
 

Kindergarten: 
All district children entering kindergarten in the Fall must 
register at their neighborhood school. At registration, 
parents interested in Fairfield will receive a Fairfield 
application upon request. Class lists will be established soon 
after, according to the enrollment priority guidelines set by 
DJUSD. Families will then be notified of their child’s 
acceptance at Fairfield or position on the wait list.  
 
First, Second & Third Grades: 
Applications for these grades are accepted throughout the 
year at the Patwin School Office. A waiting list is maintained 
and parents will be notified as openings occur.  
 
What Else Should I know? 
 

While Fairfield is a wonderful place, it cannot be all things 
to all people. Some educational services and other 
conveniences (i.e. after school child care) are not available.  
 

 Important Dates: 
Information Night………………………February 12, 2018 
Kindergarten Registration…………. 
Application Deadline…………………. 

 


